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Japanese Encephalitis Virus in Meningitis Patients, Japan

Masaru Kuwayama,* Mikako Ito,}Shinichi Takao,* Yukie Shimazu,*
Shinji Fukuda,*Kazuo Miyazaki,* Ichiro Kurane,jand Tomohiko Takasakif
*Hiroshima Prefectural Institute of Health and Environment, Hiroshima,
Japan; and fNational Institute of infectious Diseases, Tokyo, Japan

Cerebrospinal fluid specimens from 57 patients diagnosed with meningitis
were tested for Japanese encephalitis virus. Total RNA was extracted from
the specimens and amplified. Two products had highest homology with
Nakayama strain and 2 with Ishikawa strain. Results suggest that Japanese
encephalitis virus causes some aseptic meningitisin Japan.

Emerging Infectious Diseases * www.cdc.gov/eid * Vol. 11, No. 3, March
2005 (H17)
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Japanese Encephalitis Viral Infection Remains Common In Japan
To the editor

** *Two of 50 subjects showed rapid and marked increases in the NSI
titer. ---

These resuts and a previous report suggest that human JE viral
infection remains prevalent In Japan, although symptomscan be
mild or absent. Therefore, vaccination againstJE remains extremely
important, although the Japanese Government halted strong
recommendation of routine JE vacchationin 2005. (H17)

TejichiMatsunaga, MD, PhD & o
MizueShoda, MSc i ' il
EijiKonishi, PhD |

Ped infect Dis 27(8), 1, 2008 EX | , I | I I||| }
(H20) . |
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WHO Weekly epidemiological record
25 AUGUST 2006, 81st YEAR

No. 34/35, 2006, 81, 325-340
(H18.8.25)
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